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(57) ABSTRACT

An image forming apparatus capable of suppressing density
unevenness of a toner image formed on a photosensitive
member. A light amount of a light beam that exposes an end
portion of the photosensitive member is made different from
a light amount of a light beam that exposes a central portion
thereof in order to suppress a density difference between a
toner image density at the central portion of the photosensi-
tive member and that at the end portion thereof in a scanning
direction of the light beams.
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IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS HAVING
PHOTOSENSITIVE MEMBER EXPOSED TO
PLURAL BEAMS, AND CONTROL
APPARATUS FOR LIGHT SOURCE OF
IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an image forming appara-
tus that has a photosensitive member exposed to plural beams,
and a control apparatus for a light source of the image forming
apparatus.

2. Description of the Related Art

In electrophotographic type image forming apparatuses, a
laser light beam is irradiated onto a uniformly charged pho-
tosensitive member to form an electrostatic latent image
thereon, the electrostatic latent image is developed to form a
toner image on the photosensitive member, and the toner
image is transferred and fixed to a recording medium for
image formation on the recording medium.

Some of such image forming apparatuses have a rotary
polygonal mirror having plural reflection surfaces, and cause
plural laser light beams to enter the same reflection surface of
the rotary polygonal mirror, and scan the photosensitive
member with the light beams deflected by the reflection sur-
face and passing through lenses such as {0 lenses. Hereinafter,
a scanning direction of the light beams on the photosensitive
member will be referred to as the main scanning direction.

In such an image forming apparatus, the photosensitive
member is exposed with the plural laser light beams (de-
flected by one reflection surface of the rotary polygonal mir-
ror) at predetermined intervals in a rotating direction of the
photosensitive member, i.e., in a sub-scanning direction.
Accordingly, plural scanning lines can be formed on the pho-
tosensitive member during one scan cycle, whereby image
formation can be performed at high speed.

However, there is a case where the reflection surfaces of the
rotary polygonal mirror have slightly different angles relative
to a rotation axis of the mirror, and optical paths of light beam
reflected by different reflection surfaces become different
from one another due to differences between the reflection
surface angles. In that case, an interval between upstream-
most one of exposure positions of the light beams (deflected
by one reflection surface of the rotary polygonal mirror) on
the photosensitive member in the rotating direction of the
photosensitive member and downstream-most one of expo-
sure positions of the light beams (deflected by the next reflec-
tion surface of the mirror) in the rotating direction of the
photosensitive member does not become equal to an interval
between adjacent ones of exposure positions of plural light
beams deflected by one reflection surface of the mirror.

Due to unevenness of the interval between exposure posi-
tions of light beams, density unevenness occurs in a toner
image in the rotating direction of the photosensitive member.
Thus, there has been disclosed an image forming apparatus
that controls light amounts of light beams on a per reflection
surface basis to thereby prevent density unevenness (see, for
example, Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2008-
116664).

However, exposure positions of light beams vary under
influence of characteristics of lenses such as {0 lenses dis-
posed on optical paths between the rotary polygonal mirror
and the photosensitive member.

FIG. 1 shows a result of measurement of exposure posi-
tions of plural light beams.
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In the measurement to obtain the illustrated measurement
result, an image forming apparatus was used that is config-
ured such that images of first to sixteenth laser light beams
deflected by one of reflection surfaces of a rotary polygonal
mirror are formed on a surface of a photosensitive member at
intervals corresponding to resolution of 2400 dpi, and expo-
sure positions of the first to sixteenth laser light beams were
measured by using an array type CCD sensor.

In FIG. 1, black circles represent the exposure positions of
the first to sixteenth light beams on the center and both ends
of'the photosensitive member (main scan image heights, i.e.,
positions on a surface of the photosensitive member where
laser light images are formed). It should be noted that illus-
trations of exposure positions of the light beams on the
remaining portions of the photosensitive member are omitted.
A fine curved line extending horizontally at an upper part of
FIG. 1 represents a scanning line (scanning locus) of the first
light beam on the photosensitive member, fine straight lines
extending horizontally at a central part of FIG. 1 represent
scanning lines of the eighth and ninth light beams, and a fine
curved line extending horizontally at a lower part of FIG. 1
represents a scanning line of the sixteenth light beam. It
should be noted that illustrations of scanning lines of the
second to seventh light beams and those of the tenth to fif-
teenth light beams are omitted.

Itis preferable that intervals between exposure positions of
adjacent light beams at respective positions in the main scan-
ning direction be uniform. However, since the incident posi-
tion to lenses is different between respective light beams, lens
aberrations at respective incident positions are slightly difter-
ent from one another. As a result, the scanning lines are
curved as shown in FIG. 1, and intervals between light beams
at each end portion of the photosensitive member in the main
scanning direction become smaller than intervals between
light beams at a central portion of the photosensitive member
in the main scanning direction. Generally, each lens has a
higher optical performance at parts closer to its optical axis.
In other words, scanning lines of light beams entering at
positions of the lens remoter from the optical axis (i.e., scan-
ning lines of the first and sixteenth light beams in the example
of FIG. 1) are more noticeably curved. It should be noted that
the scanning lines can be curved in a direction opposite from
the curved direction shown in FIG. 1 depending on lens
characteristics. If intervals between scanning lines (exposure
intervals) vary depending on the position in the main scan-
ning direction, density unevenness occurs in a toner image.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an image forming appara-
tus capable of suppressing density unevenness of a toner
image formed on a photosensitive member, and provides a
control apparatus for a light source of the image forming
apparatus.

According to one aspect of this invention, there is provided
an image forming apparatus comprising a light source con-
figured to emit a first beam that exposes a rotating photosen-
sitive member and emit a second beam that exposes a position
different from that exposed by the first beam in a direction of
rotation of the photosensitive member, a deflection unit con-
figured to deflect the first and second beams emitted from the
light source such that the first and second beams scan the
photosensitive member, a lens configured to guide the first
and second beams deflected by the deflection unit to the
photosensitive member, an image forming unit configured to
develop an electrostatic latent image formed on the photosen-
sitive member by being exposed to the first and second beams
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into a toner image, and a control unit configured to make a
light amount of the second beam that passes through the lens
and exposes a central portion of the photosensitive member
different from a light amount of the second beam that exposes
an end portion of the photosensitive member in order to
suppress a density difference between a toner image density
at the central portion of the photosensitive member and that at
the end portion thereof in a direction in which the first and
second beams scan the photosensitive member.

With this invention, it is possible to suppress density
unevenness of a toner image formed on the photosensitive
member.

Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of an exemplary
embodiment with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view showing a result of measurement of expo-
sure positions of plural light beams and showing how an
interval between beams in a sub-scanning direction changes
in a main scanning direction;

FIG. 2 is a view schematically showing the construction of
an image forming unit of an image forming apparatus accord-
ing to one embodiment of this invention;

FIG. 3 is a view schematically showing the construction of
a scanner unit of the image forming unit;

FIG. 4 is a view showing dots formed on a photosensitive
member scanned with plural beams;

FIG. 5 is a view showing moire produced by the overlap of
acycle in a screen with a cycle of an interval between scans;

FIG. 6 is a graph showing a relationship between an
amount of deviation of a sub-scanning interval between
beams from an ideal interval and a banding index;

FIG. 7A is a view schematically showing the construction
of'a measurement apparatus for measuring intervals between
exposure positions of light beams;

FIG. 7B is a graph showing an example of measurement of
amounts of deviation (at plural positions in main scanning
direction) of a sub-scanning interval between beams from an
ideal interval;

FIG. 7C is a graph showing another example of measure-
ment of the amounts of deviation of the sub-scanning interval
between beams from the ideal interval for a case where lens
characteristics are different from those in the example mea-
surement of FIG. 7B;

FIG. 8 is a view showing scan positions in the sub-scanning
direction where the photosensitive drum is scanned with plu-
ral beams, and showing electrical potential distribution in an
electrostatic latent image formed by the plural beams;

FIG. 9 is a graph showing an example of amounts of cor-
rection for light amount of a to-be-corrected beam at main
scan image heights;

FIG. 10 is a block diagram schematically showing the
construction of functional parts of the image forming appa-
ratus;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing the flow of a process per-
formed by the image forming apparatus for adjusting image
forming density; and

FIG. 12 is a graph showing a relationship between main
scan image height and banding index.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will now be described in detail below
with reference to the drawings showing a preferred embodi-
ment thereof.
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FIG. 2 schematically shows the construction of an image
forming unit of an image forming apparatus according to one
embodiment of this invention. The image forming unit con-
stitutes a primary part of an engine unit (shown by reference
numeral 2 in FIG. 10) of the image forming apparatus.
Although a monochrome image forming apparatus will be
described by way of example in this embodiment, the present
invention is also applicable to a color image forming appara-
tus having photosensitive drums for respective colors.

In FIG. 2, reference numeral 4 denotes a photosensitive
member, e.g., a photosensitive drum. The photosensitive
drum 4 is rotatably driven by a drive source (not shown) in a
direction of arrow R, and is charged by a charging device 9.
The photosensitive drum 4 is scanned with laser light L. (light
beams) generated by a scanner unit 3 based on an image
signal and output from the scanner unit 3, whereby an elec-
trostatic latent image corresponding to the image signal is
formed on the photosensitive drum 4.

The electrostatic latent image formed on the photosensitive
drum 4 is developed by a developing device 5 to a toner
image, and transferred by a primary transfer roller 61 from the
photosensitive drum 4 to an intermediate transfer belt 62 and
transferred by a secondary transfer roller 63 from the inter-
mediate transfer belt 62 to a recording medium 80.

The toner image transferred to the recording medium 80 is
fixed to the recording medium 80 by a fixing device 7.
Residual toner on the photosensitive drum 4 is scraped off by
a cleaner 8 and conveyed to a waste toner container (not
shown) for recovery.

Various parts of the image forming unit operate under the
control of a controller (shown by reference numeral 11 in
FIG. 10) of the image forming apparatus. For example, trans-
mission of image data to the scanner unit 3 is controlled by the
controller 11.

A patch detection sensor 40 is disposed facing the inter-
mediate transfer belt 62, detects the density of a patch pattern
(patchimage) formed on the intermediate transfer belt 62, and
transmits to the controller 11 an output signal representing the
density of patch pattern. The controller 11 controls adjust-
ment of the amount of light emitted from the scanner unit 3
such that the density of image becomes a target density.

FIG. 3 schematically shows the scanner unit 3.

The scanner unit 3 includes a laser light source, e.g., a
surface emission laser element 21 that has a plurality of (e.g.,
16) laser emitting points arranged so as to expose different
positions on the photosensitive drum 4 in the direction of
drum rotation and that emits sixteen laser light beams.

These laser light beams emitted from the surface emission
laser element 21 are made parallel by a collimator lens 22.
Each laser beam L is split into two laser beams .1, L2 by a
halfmirror 23. The laser beam L1 enters a photodiode 24. The
laser beam 1.2 passing through the half mirror 23 and through
a cylinder lens 25 is shaped in cross section by an aperture 26
and enters a rotary polygonal mirror 27.

The rotary polygonal mirror 27 has a plurality of (e.g., six)
reflection surfaces and is rotatably driven by a drive motor
(not shown). Sixteen light beams deflected by the same
reflection surface of the rotary polygonal mirror 27 and pass-
ing through 0 lenses 28, 29 and through a reflection mirror 30
scan (expose) different positions on the photosensitive drum
in the direction of drum rotation.

A beam detector 31 is disposed on a scanning line of at least
one of the sixteen light beams, and generates a sync signal in
response to incidence of light beam. According to the image
signal, the laser emitting points of the surface emission laser
element 21 emit laser light beams at a timing determined
based on the generation timing of the sync signal.
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The scanning lines of laser light beams [.2 are curved due
to characteristics of lenses, such as 10 lenses 28, 29, which are
disposed on optical paths of the laser light beams extending
between the rotary polygonal mirror 27 and the photosensi-
tive drum 4. Degrees of curvature of the scanning lines of the
laser beams 1.2 are different from one another since the laser
beams 1.2 pass through different positions of the lenses. As a
result, a density difference is produced in toner image (more
generally, image) between an end portion and a central por-
tion thereof in the main scanning direction. The density dif-
ference is a cause of moire in image.

It should be noted that a toner image (dot or line) is formed
at a screen angle in the main scanning direction. In recent
years, image formation is performed at various screen angles
to improve the quality of image. Even in that case, it is
preferable that no moire be produced irrespective of screen
angle.

Next, a description will be given of a cause of moire.

As previously described, images of sixteen laser light
beams deflected by one reflection surface of the rotary
polygonal mirror 27 are formed on different positions of the
photosensitive drum 4 in the drum rotation direction (sub-
scanning direction). In the following, the sixteen light beams
will be referred to as the beam group, and six beam groups
deflected by the six reflection surfaces of the rotary polygonal
mirror 27 will be referred to as the first to sixth beam groups.

In FIG. 4, black circle marks each denote the center of mass
of'acorresponding one of beams (more specifically, the center
of' mass of one of dots of a dot string formed by beam scan).
Symbols A, B denote the first and last beams of the first beam
group, respectively. Symbols A' and B' denote the first and last
beams of the second beam group, respectively.

In the following, an interval between scans of correspond-
ing ones of the beams of adjacent beam groups (e.g., interval
between scan of the first beam A of the first beam group and
scan of the first beam A' of the second beam group) will be
referred to as the interval between scans, and an interval in
sub-scanning direction corresponding to the interval between
scans will be denoted by symbol Laa'. An interval between
scans of the first and last beams of each beam group (e.g.,
interval between scans of the first and last beams A, B of the
first beam group) will be referred to as the sub-scanning
interval between beams, and an interval in the sub-scanning
direction corresponding to the sub-scanning interval between
beams will be denoted by a symbol Lab. A scan interval
between adjacent beam groups (e.g., interval between scan of
the last beam B of the first beam group and scan of the first
beam A' of the second beam group) will be referred to as the
interval between adjacent beam groups, and an interval in the
sub-scanning direction corresponding to the interval between
adjacent beam groups will be denoted by a symbol Lba'.

The sub-scanning interval between beams, Lab, becomes
wider or narrower depending on lens aberration. If the sub-
scanning interval between beams, Lab, becomes narrower (or
wider), the interval between adjacent beam groups, Lba',
becomes wider (or narrower).

The interval between scans, Laa', is decided by the rota-
tional speed of the rotary polygonal mirror 27 and that of the
photosensitive drum 4. In other words, if both the rotational
speeds of the rotary polygonal mirror 27 and the photosensi-
tive drum 4 are ideal, the interval between scans, Laa',
becomes an ideal interval.

Depending on optical characteristics of lenses, the sub-
scanning interval between beams, Lab, sometimes varies in
the main scanning direction. In the example shown in FIG. 1,
the sub-scanning interval between beams, Lab, at each end
portion of the photosensitive drum 4 in the main scanning
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6

direction (i.e., at each end of main scan image height) is
narrower than that at a central portion thereof in the main
scanning direction (i.e., at the center of main scan image
height).

In FIG. 4, a dot a is formed by exposure to intermediate
beams that are located between the beams A and B, whereas
a dot f§ is formed straddling the beams B and A'. Since there
is a vacancy between the beams B and A', a peak light amount
of'the beams that expose the dot f§ is smaller than a peak light
amount of the beams that expose the dot a, and therefore the
density ofthe dot [} becomes lighter than that of the dot c.. Due
to a density difference between the densities of the dots cc and
[, a periodic density unevenness is produced.

It should be noted that the dot o corresponds to a dot
formed at an ideal position where there is no deviation
between plural beams, whereas the dot f§ corresponds to a dot
formed at a position where there is a deviation between plural
beams.

A repetition cycle of dots o, f§ corresponds to a cycle of
density unevenness. Since an interval between dots varies
depending on a cycle in a screen, the cycle of density uneven-
ness becomes longer than a cycle of the interval between
scans, Laa', and longer than the cycle in the screen. In the
following, a description will be given of this point with ref-
erence to FIG. 5.

In FIG. 5, black rectangular marks represent the centers of
mass of dots that constitute the screen. The dots represented
by black rectangular marks each correspond to the dot a.
White rectangular marks each represent a dot where the cycle
in the screen overlaps the cycle of the interval between scans,
Laa'. The dots represented by the white rectangular marks
each correspond to the dot f§ located between adjacent beam
groups. Bold lines extending parallel to the main scanning
direction represent a cycle of scans by the rotary polygonal
mirror.

The cycle of dots represented by white rectangle marks is
a cycle of overlap of the cycle in the screen with the cycle of
the interval between scans, Laa' (i.e., cycle of overlap of bold
line with dots constituting the screen and indicated by black
rectangle marks in FIG. 5). Density unevenness is produced
by the overlap of the cycle in the screen with the cycle of the
interval between scans, Laa'. The cycle of density unevenness
becomes longer than the cycle in the screen and longer than
the cycle of the interval between scans, Laa'.

As described above, long interval density unevenness
(moire) easily visible by human eyes is produced by the
overlap of the cycle in the screen with the cycle of the interval
between scans, Laa'. Ifthe cycle of the interval between scans,
Laa', becomes longer, i.e., if the number of beams increases,
the interval between bold lines in FIG. 5 becomes wider, and
the cycle of dots indicated by white rectangle marks in FIG. 5
becomes longer. As a result, the interval of density uneven-
ness, i.e., the interval of moire, becomes long and easily
visible by human eyes.

It should be noted that although a case where the sub-
scanning interval between beams, Lab, becomes narrower has
been described, a case where the interval Lab becomes wider
is the same as the above-described case except that the density
of dot p becomes darker than the density of dot c., and there-
fore a description thereof will be omitted.

Next, a description will be given of influences of the
amount of deviation of sub-scanning interval between beams,
Lab, from ideal interval on density unevenness with reference
to FIG. 6.

FIG. 6 shows a relationship between the amount of devia-
tion of a sub-scanning interval between beams from an ideal
interval and a banding index. In FIG. 6, the amount of devia-
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tion of the sub-scanning interval between beams, Lab, from
an ideal interval is taken along abscissa, and the banding
index representing a level of density unevenness is taken
along ordinate.

The banding index is calculated, for example, as follows.
Image data is converted from a RGB value into a color value,
and a brightness component is extracted from the image data
of color value to obtain brightness data. Then, the brightness
data is Fourier transformed to obtain spatial frequency spec-
trum, and the spatial frequency spectrum is multiplied by a
visual transfer function VTF, whereby the calculation is com-
pleted.

Density unevenness becomes visible by human eyes when
the banding index has an absolute value of about 0.1, and is
visually identified when the banding index has an absolute
value larger than 0.3. Density unevenness cannot be visually
identified when an amount of deviation of the sub-scanning
interval between beams, Lab, from the ideal interval is less
than or equal to 3 um, becomes visible when the deviation
amount exceeds 5 um, and is visually identified as moire
when the deviation amount has a value of about 10 um.

Next, a description will be given of a method for measuring
a profile of sub-scanning intervals between beams at main
scan image heights.

FIG. 7A schematically shows the construction of a mea-
surement apparatus for measuring intervals between expo-
sure positions of laser light beams.

The measurement apparatus has a stationary base 70 on
which the scanner unit 3 is installed and array type CCD
sensors 71 to 77 that are disposed relative to the scanner unit
3 installed on the stationary base 70 at a position correspond-
ing to a position where the photosensitive drum of the image
forming apparatus is installed. The CCD sensors 71 to 77 are
disposed at different positions in the main scanning direction
respectively corresponding to from one end to another end of
the photosensitive drum in the main scanning direction. These
CCD sensors, each constituted by fifty light-receiving ele-
ments having 4 um diameter and disposed one-dimensionally,
are disposed parallel to a direction corresponding to the rotat-
ing direction of the photosensitive drum (sub-scanning direc-
tion) and capable of detecting exposure positions of laser light
beams in the sub-scanning direction.

In the measurement apparatus, a driving current is supplied
from a power source (not shown) to the surface emission laser
element 21 of the scanner unit 3 to cause the laser element 21
to emit sixteen light beams (the first to sixteenth light beams),
thereby irradiating the light beams onto the CCD sensors 71
to 77 via the rotary polygonal mirror 27 and lenses of the
scanner unit 3. As a result, the CCD sensors 71 to 77 are
scanned with the first to sixteenth light beams, and exposure
positions of the first to sixteenth light beams on respective
ones of the CCD sensors 71 to 77 are measured by these
sensors. Based on the exposure positions of the first and
sixteenth light beams measured by each CCD sensor, an
interval between the exposure positions of the first and six-
teenth light beams (i.e., sub-scanning interval between
beams) at the position of each CCD sensor in the main scan-
ning direction can be determined, and an amount of deviation
of the sub-scanning interval between beams from an ideal
interval between the exposure positions can be determined.

FIG. 7B shows amounts of deviation (at plural positions in
the main scanning direction) of the sub-scanning interval
between beams from the ideal interval between exposure
positions.

Since the CCD sensor 74 disposed at the position corre-
sponding to the central portion of the photosensitive drum in
the main scanning direction (i.e., at the center of main scan
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image height) is less susceptible to influence of lens aberra-
tion, the amount of deviation of the sub-scanning interval
between beams from the ideal interval between exposure
positions at the center of main scan image height is less than
-1 um, as shown in FIG. 7B.

However, the amount of deviation of the sub-scanning
interval between beams from the ideal interval between expo-
sure positions increases up to about —6 um toward each end of
main scan image height corresponding to the position where
the CCD sensor 71 or 77 is installed from the center of main
scan image height corresponding to the position where the
CCD sensor 74 is installed.

In light of the relationship shown in FIG. 6 between the
amount of deviation of the sub-scanning interval between
beams, Lab, and the banding index, density unevenness can-
not be visually confirmed at the center of main scan image
height, but can be visually confirmed by human eyes at other
portions since it increases toward each end portion of main
scan image height.

It should be noted that depending on characteristics of
lenses that are used for measurement of interval between
exposure positions, the amount of deviation of the sub-scan-
ning interval between beams, Lab, from the ideal interval
sometimes exhibits a more complicated profile as shown in
FIG. 7C. Even in such a case, it is possible to measure data
nearly reflecting true lens characteristics by increasing the
number of measurement points by increasing the number of
CCD sensors disposed in the main scanning direction.

Next, a description will be given of a method for correcting
density unevenness caused by the deviation of the sub-scan-
ning interval between beams from the ideal sub-scanning
interval. In particular, there will be described a method for
correcting density unevenness by changing light amounts of
plural beams based on a result of measurement of a profile of
sub-scanning intervals between beams, Lab, at main scan
image heights.

Inthis example, it is assumed that a light amount of the last
beam of each beam group (e.g., the beam B in FIG. 4), which
will be referred to as the to-be-corrected beam, is corrected. In
table 1, there is shown a relationship between amounts of
deviation of the sub-scanning interval between beams, Lab,
from the ideal sub-scanning interval and an amount of cor-
rection for light amount of to-be-corrected beam. The
amounts of correction for light amount of beam shown in
table 1 were computed by a simulator that calculates electri-
cal potential distribution on a surface of the photosensitive
drum.

TABLE 1

Amount of deviation (um) of
sub-scanning interval
between beams from ideal
sub-scanning interval

Amount of correction
for light amount of
to-be-corrected beam

[~ I N S
—_
w

FIG. 8 shows scan positions in the sub-scanning direction
where the photosensitive drum is scanned with plural beams,
and shows electrical potential distribution in an electrostatic
latent image formed by the plural beams.

If the sub-scanning interval between beams, Lab, is devi-
ated from the ideal sub-scanning interval, the electrical poten-
tial distribution largely changes between adjacent beam
groups (e.g., between the beams B and A'"), as shown in FIG.
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8. To make the electrical potential distribution to be close to
the ideal electrical potential distribution, an amount of expo-
sure of the last beam of each beam group (e.g., beam B) is
corrected with the amount of correction for light amount of
to-be-corrected beam.

The amount of correction for light amount of beam indi-
cates what times as large as the light amount of each of fifteen
non-to-be-corrected beams (which is represented by a value
of 1.0) the light amount of the to-be-corrected beam is. In
FIG. 9, there is shown an example of amounts of correction
for light amount of the to-be-corrected beam at main scan
image heights. These amounts of correction are used when
amounts of deviation of the sub-scanning interval between
beams, Lab, from the ideal sub-scanning interval at main scan
image heights are equal to those shown in FIG. 7B. The
amounts of correction for light amount shown in FIG. 9 are
determined in advance based on the relationship shown in
Table 1 and stored into the memory 13 of the controller 11.
Then, referring to the amounts of correction for light amount
shown in FIG. 9, a target light amount of the non-to-be-
corrected beams and a target light amount of the to-be-cor-
rected beam are decided.

The amounts of correction for light amount shown in FIG.
9 indicate amounts of correction for light amount at seven
points of main scan image height. Amounts of correction for
light amount at positions in main scanning direction other
than the seven points are decided by an interpolation compu-
tation performed by the CPU 12 of the controller 11 at e.g.
every 1 mm of the main scan image height.

In this embodiment, the last beam (e.g. beam B) of each
beam group is used as the to-be-corrected beam, and the light
amount of the to-be-corrected beam is corrected. However,
instead of the last beam of each beam group, the first beam or
the first and last beams or beams near the first and last beams
of' each beam group can be used as the to-be-corrected beam
(s) since the density unevenness is caused by a deviation of
the sub-scanning interval between beams (e.g., interval
between the beams A and B) from the ideal sub-scanning
interval. In that case, the light amount of the to-be-corrected
beam is corrected as with the case where the last beam of each
beam group is used as the to-be-corrected beam. Alterna-
tively, plural beams of one side of each beam group in the
sub-scanning direction and plural beams of another side
thereof in the sub-scanning direction can be selected as the
to-be-corrected beams, and light amounts of these to-be-cor-
rected beams can be controlled based on a curved profile of
scanning lines of light beams.

It should be noted that although the light amount correction
for a case where the sub-scanning interval between beams,
Lab, is narrower than the ideal sub-scanning interval has been
described in this embodiment, light amounts can be corrected
in the same manner even in a case where the sub-scanning
interval between beams, Lab, is wider than the ideal sub-
scanning interval. In that case, the amount of correction for
light amount of the to-be-corrected beam is set to be less than
one-fold of the light amount of the non-to-be-corrected
beams, thereby decreasing the light amount of the to-be-
corrected beam.

Next, with reference to FIGS. 10 and 11, a description will
be given of the image forming apparatus and its operation for
adjusting image forming density.

FIG. 10 schematically shows, in block diagram, functional
parts of the image forming apparatus.

As shown in FIG. 10, the image forming apparatus includes
a host 1 for inputting an image signal, an engine unit 2 for
performing image formation, and a control unit 10 for con-
trolling the image formation.
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The control unit 10 includes a controller 11 for controlling
the entire apparatus, and an engine control unit 14 for con-
trolling the engine unit 2. The controller 11 includes a CPU 12
for performing computations based on input information, and
a memory 13 for storing amounts of correction for light
amounts and target light amounts at main scan image heights,
the number of sheets printed after the preceding density
adjustment, and the like.

The engine unit 2 includes the image forming unit shown in
FIG. 2 (only the developing device 5, transfer device 6, fixing
device 7, charging device 9, and surface emission laser ele-
ment 21 of the image forming unit are shown in FIG. 10), the
patch detection sensor 40, a laser driver 41, and a target light
amount setting unit 42.

FIG. 11 shows in flowchart the flow of a process performed
by the image forming apparatus for adjusting the image form-
ing density.

In the image forming density adjusting process, the CPU
12 of the controller 11 determines whether or not a print
signal is input to the host 1 (step S1). If the answer to step S1
is YES, the CPU 12 determines whether or not input of power
supply (e.g., power-on) is detected and also determines
whether or not image formation is performed for the first time
after the temperature in the fixing device 7 reaches e.g. 100
degree centigrade, thereby determining whether or not timing
for the density adjustment is reached (step S2). If determined
that the density adjustment timing is not reached (if NO to
step S2), the flow proceeds to step S3.

In step S3, a control signal is sent from the CPU 12 to the
engine control unit 14, and an image forming process is
executed by the engine unit 2 under the control of the engine
control unit 14. Next, the CPU 12 determines whether or not
image formation has been performed on e.g. 100 sheets from
the preceding density adjustment, thereby determining
whether or not the density adjustment timing is reached (step
S4). If the answer to step S4 is NO, the image forming density
adjusting process is completed.

If determined in step S2 or S4 that the density adjustment
timing is reached, the flow proceeds to step S5 where a den-
sity adjustment process is started.

In step S5, a control signal is sent from the CPU 12 to the
engine control unit 14, and under the control of the engine
control unit 14, a patch pattern (patch image) is formed on the
intermediate transfer belt 62 by the engine unit 2 based on
image data of patch pattern for density correction stored in the
memory 13.

Next, in step S6, the patch detection sensor 40 detects the
patch pattern formed on the intermediate transfer belt 62, and
sends a detection signal to the CPU 12. The CPU 12 converts
the received detection signal into density information (patch
density) (step S7).

Next, the CPU 12 calculates a difference between the target
density stored in the memory 13 and the detected patch den-
sity, and calculates target light amounts of the non-to-be-
corrected beams (step S8).

In step S9, while referring to the amounts (values) of cor-
rection for light amount of the to-be-corrected beam stored in
the memory 13, the CPU 12 multiplies the target light
amounts of the non-to-be-corrected beams calculated in step
S8 by the amount (value) of correction for light amount of the
to-be-corrected beam at each main scan image height to
thereby calculate target light amounts of the to-be-corrected
beam at seven points of main scan image height, and calcu-
lates by interpolation amounts of correction for light amount
at positions in the main scanning direction other than the
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seven points of main scan image height, thereby calculating
target light amounts of the to-be-corrected beam at all the
main scan image heights.

In step S10, the CPU 12 transmits to the target light amount
setting unit 42 the target light amounts of the non-to-be-
corrected beam calculated in step S8 and the target light
amounts of the to-be-corrected beams calculated in step S9.

In step S11, the target light amount setting unit 42 rewrites
register values indicating the target light amounts of the to-
be-corrected beam at all the main scan image heights and
rewrites register values indicating the target light amounts of
the non-to-be-corrected beams. Based on the rewritten regis-
ter values, the laser driver 41 controls the surface emission
laser element 21 such that the beams become to have the
target light amounts. Then, the density adjustment is com-
pleted.

In step S12, the CPU 12 determines whether or not the
image forming process relating to the print signal input at the
start of the density adjustment has been executed. If the
answer to step S12 is NO, the flow proceeds to step S3 where
image forming process is executed. On the other hand, if the
image forming process has been executed (YES to step S12),
the image forming density adjustment process is completed.

Next, a description will be given of advantageous effects
achieved by the density adjustment (light amount correction)
performed by the image forming apparatus of this embodi-
ment. To this end, there is shown the degree of density
unevenness produced in this embodiment where the light
amount correction is performed in comparison with the
degree of density unevenness produced in a first comparative
example where no light amount correction is performed and
the degree of density unevenness produced in a second com-
parative example where an amount of correction for eliminat-
ing density unevenness caused at one end of main scan image
height is used for correction of light amounts at respective
main scan image heights.

FIG. 12 shows a relationship between main scan image
height and banding index. In FIG. 12, the banding index
representing the degree of density unevenness is taken along
ordinate, and the main scan image height is taken along
abscissa. A position where the main scan image height is 0
mm corresponds to the center of main scan image height, and
positions where main scan image heights are +165 mm and
-165 mm respectively correspond to the ends of main scan
image height.

In FIG. 12, a bold polyline represents a relationship
between main scan image height and banding index in this
embodiment where the light amount correction is performed.
This relationship illustrates that the banding index is less than
0.1 in the entire region of main scan image height. This
indicates that it is possible to obtain an image with no density
unevenness.

A dotted polyline represents a relationship between main
scan image height and banding index in the first comparative
example where light amount correction is not performed.
This relationship illustrates that the banding index increases
toward each end of main scan image height from the center of
main scan image height. This indicates that at the ends of
main scan image height, the sub-scanning interval between
beams, Lab, is deviated from the ideal interval, and accord-
ingly density unevenness is produced.

A polyline (shown by one-dotted chain line in FIG. 12)
represents a relationship between main scan image height and
banding index in the second comparative example where light
amount corrections at respective main scan image heights are
performed while using the correction amount for eliminating
density unevenness caused at one end of main scan image
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height. This relationship illustrates that the banding index
becomes less than 0.1 at the ends of main scan image height,
but increases at the center of main image height, and accord-
ingly density unevenness is produced.

According to this embodiment, light amounts of beams that
expose each end portion of the photosensitive member are
made different from light amounts of beams that expose the
central portion of the photosensitive member, thereby sup-
pressing a density difference between a toner image density at
the central portion of the photosensitive member and a toner
image density at each end portion of the photosensitive mem-
ber.

Other Embodiments

Aspects of the present invention can also be realized by a
computer of a system or apparatus (or devices such as a CPU
or MPU) that reads out and executes a program recorded on a
memory device to perform the functions of the above-de-
scribed embodiment, and by a method, the steps of which are
performed by a computer of a system or apparatus by, for
example, reading out and executing a program recorded on a
memory device to perform the functions of the above-de-
scribed embodiment. For this purpose, the program is pro-
vided to the computer for example via a network or from a
recording medium of various types serving as the memory
device (e.g., computer-readable medium).

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to an exemplary embodiment, it is to be understood that
the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiment. The scope of the following claims is to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2012-169589, filed Jul. 31, 2012, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. An image forming apparatus comprising:

a light source configured to emit a first beam that exposes
a rotating photosensitive member and emit a second
beam that exposes the photosensitive member at a posi-
tion different from that exposed by the first beam in a
direction of rotation of the photosensitive member;

a deflection unit configured to deflect the first and second
beams emitted from said light source so that the first and
second beams scan the photosensitive member;

a lens configured to guide the first and second beams
deflected by said deflection unit to the photosensitive
member;

an image forming unit configured to develop an electro-
static latent image formed on the photosensitive member
by being exposed to the first and second beams into a
toner image; and

a control unit configured to control a light amount of the
second beam based on an exposure position of the sec-
ond beam in a main scanning direction of each of the first
beam and the second beam scanning the photosensitive
member to suppress a density of the toner image from
changing, due to a distance between an exposure posi-
tion of the first beam and an exposure position of the
second beam varying according to a position in the main
scanning direction.

2. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein said control unit controls the light amount of the
second beam based on the distance between the exposure
position of the first beam and the exposure position of the
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second beam changing according to the position in the main
scanning direction, based on characteristics of the lens.

3. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein:

in a case where the lens guides the second beam to the

photosensitive member so that the distance between the
exposure positions of the first and second beams
becomes greater at an end portion in the main scanning
direction than at a central portion in the main scanning
direction, and

said control unit controls said light source so that the light

amount becomes larger at the end portion than at the
central portion.

4. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein:

in a case where the lens guides the second beam to the

photosensitive member so that the distance between the
exposure positions of the first and second beams
becomes smaller at an end portion in the main scanning
direction than at a central portion in the main scanning
direction, and

said control unit controls said light source so that the light

amount becomes smaller at the end portion than at the
central portion.

5. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein a position where the first beam enters and passes
through the lens is closer to an optical axis of the lens than a
position where the second beam passes through the lens.

6. A control apparatus for an image forming apparatus
having a light source configured to emit a first beam that
exposes a rotating photosensitive member and emit a second
beam that exposes the photosensitive member at a position
different from that exposed by the first beam in a direction of
rotation of the photosensitive member, a deflection unit con-
figured to deflect the first and second beams emitted from the
light source so that the first and second beams scan the pho-
tosensitive member, a lens configured to guide the first and
second beams deflected by the deflection unit to the photo-
sensitive member, and an image forming unit for developing
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member by being exposed to the first and second beams into
a toner image, the control apparatus comprising:
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a control unit configured to control a light amount of the
second beam based on an exposure position of the sec-
ond beam in a main scanning direction of each of the first
beam and the second beam scanning the photosensitive
member to suppress a density of the toner image from
changing, due to a distance between an exposure posi-
tion of the first beam and an exposure position of the
second beam varying according to a position in the main
scanning direction.

7. The control apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said
control unit controls the light amount of the second beam
based on the distance between the exposure position of the
first beam and the exposure position of the second beam
changing according to the position in the main scanning
direction, based on characteristics of the lens.

8. The control apparatus according to claim 6, wherein:

in a case where the lens guides the second beam to the
photosensitive member so that the distance between the
exposure positions of the first and second beams
becomes greater at an end portion in the main scanning
direction than at a central portion in the main scanning
direction, and

said control unit controls the light source such that the light
amount becomes larger at the end portion than at the
central portion.

9. The control apparatus according to claim 6, wherein:

in a case where the lens guides the second beam to the
photosensitive member so that the distance between the
exposure positions of the first and second beams
becomes smaller at an end portion in the main scanning
direction than at a central portion in the main scanning
direction, and

said control unit controls the light source so that the light
amount becomes smaller at the end portion than at the
central portion.

10. The control apparatus according to claim 6, wherein a
position where the first beam enters and passes through the
lens is closer to an optical axis of the lens than a position
where the second beam passes through the lens.

#* #* #* #* #*



